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Japanese Canadian internment memorialized

Cultural association
hosts local event for
monument unveiling

MORGAN MODJESKI

her family at the Japanese Cul-

tural Association of Manitoba on
Saturday afternoon, she was thinking
of her parents, Yoshimaru and Yoshi
Abe.

Both Stewart, 80, and her sister Yumi
Falk, 81, alongside an older brother,
were born in the Tashme internment
camp in British Columbia. They were
among more than 2,600 Japanese Can-
adians who were forcefully removed
and interned at the camp following the
bombing of Pearl Harbour and Can-
ada’s declaration of war on Japan in
1941.

“They didn’t talk much about how
they suffered,” Stewart said of her par-
ents. “But they did.”

She was among a group of more than
150 people who gathered at the associ-
ation’s McPhillips headquarters on Sat-
urday afternoon to watch the unveiling
of the Japanese Canadian Monument in
Victoria, B.C.

Consisting of 100 granite slabs and
surrounded by a traditional Japanese
garden, the monument carries the
names of the more than 22,000
Japanese Canadians who were interned
under the government measure, which
saw restrictions on the community’s
movements until 1949.

The siblings recalled how their par-
ents sometimes shared stories about
how people banded together inside the
camp and everyday life; their parents’
strength, something that defined them.

“How we are today is because of our
parents,” Falk said.

The sisters said their family never
expressed bitterness or shame about
being interned, which was something
many community members grappled
with, saying one of the characteristics
they inherited from their mother was
her resilience.

“My mother was a very strong
woman, so all us girls in the family, we
became very strong,” Stewart said.

Doreen Amadatsu, now 88, was just
three years old when her family was
forcefully removed from Vancouver.
She still has a photo of her mother in
front of the grocery store her family
owned, just one asset taken from them.

“We had to leave literally every-
thing,” she said. “All you could carry

Q- S Miki Stewart gathered with

was in two suitcases.”

Amadatsu said she feels Victoria is
the perfect place for the monument to
be erected.

She said it’s “spit in their eye” when
it comes to the Victoria-and-area loyal-
ists who wanted the Japanese citizens
removed from the coast, a group she
said were among the most “outspoken”
in eviction efforts.

Looking through a booklet containing
the names on the memorial, she said
it’s important future generations know
this part of their history. She said while
her son is not interested, she hopes her
grandson will someday visit the monu-
ment.

“One day, he will search out his
roots,” she said. “He will want to know
the Japanese side.”

The watch party was organized by
the association’s Horizon Club, which
supports 55-plus community members.

Its president, Marlene Mori, said
the Japanese community in Winnipeg
is small but solid, with many descend-
ants displaced coming from the Maple
Ridge area of B.C., ties that still hold
strong today.

Patrice Yamada, 73, whose family
members are on the Victoria monu-
ment, got to tour the site in August
months before its official opening and
called the experience overwhelming.

“I wasn’t prepared for the emotional
wave of seeing my family’s name up
in stone,” Yamada said. “And to recall
the reason their names appear there is
because of all the hardship they went
through for no reason other than being
a person of colour.”

Yamada said when people were ex-
pelled from the coast, not only did they
lose their possessions and property, but
a connection.

“They were Canadians with a com-
munity,” Yamada said. “When that was
thrown out, because of prejudice, dis-
crimination and fear, that community
sense just evaporated.”

She said the event on Saturday is a
chance for people to come together,
re-connect and speak out against a in-
justice committed by a country they
wanted to build.

“We were here in Canada to build a
beautiful country together,” she said.
“Now, we can raise our hands and say:
“This was a wrong. Never do it again’
and let us move forward together.”

In Manitoba, it’s unclear how many
people actually were displaced from
B.C. to the Prairie province, an ex-
ample of how the measure — which the
government officially apologized for in
1988 — dismantled families’ lives, leg-
acies and lineage.

Sandra Shibata’s eyes welled with
tears as she points to her family’s name
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Sandra Shibata stands next to a table displaying the names of people who were expelled to Manitoba after they were forcefully removed

from the West Coast in 1941.

laid out on a table inside a room separ-
ate from the watch party.

The five names, which include her
dad and other family members, are
among hundreds spread out across
tables at the centre.

They’re part of an effort to locate and
accurately list all of the families who
landed in Manitoba following the gov-
ernment order.

She said the work being done in B.C.
and Manitoba is critical to honour those
who came before and set the foundation
for the current Japanese community.

“It recognizes what they’ve done for
us in the past,” Shibata said. “We have
freedom. Away from discrimination,
from harassment. All those things.”

With the older generation living by
the Japanese mantra of “saki e su-
sumu,” which means move forward,
Shibata said her family never spoke
about what they went through. But with
the unveiling of the monument, she now
feels they would want the story shared
and the history honoured.

“I think they’d finally say: ‘It’s time
to talk about it,” Shibata said. “During
the war, and shortly thereafter, with
us growing up, they didn’t want to talk

Miki Stewart, 80, (from Ief_t) and Yumi Falk, 81, pose with their sister Amy Murray at the

Japanese Cultural Association of Manitoba.

about it. It was part of the things they
wanted to forget, but now that we’ve be-
come proud Canadians integrated into
society, I think they’d be pleased to see

that.”
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